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African Civilizations

Guided Reading

Lesson 3 African Society and Culture

African Society
1.	Contrasting Complete the chart below to show how life in 
early African villages differed from life in towns and cities.

Rural Villages Towns and Cities

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

2.	Determining Cause and Effect How did the Bantu 
migrations cause Africa to have many common beliefs and 
customs?

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
How do religions develop?
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The Slave Trade
3. Describing Using the organizers below, record important 
information from the lesson about African slavery and the 
European slave trade. 

•

•

•

•

African Slavery

•

•

•

•

European Slave Trade

4. Finding the Main Idea How did the growth of Portugal’s 
sugarcane plantations contribute to the growth of the 
European slave trade?
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Culture in Africa
5. Organizing In the web diagram below, write details about 
each area of early African culture.

Art

Music Dance

Storytelling
Culture 
in Africa
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